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Agriculture is the art and 
science of cultivating the 
soil, growing crops and 

raising livestock. It includes 
the preparation of plant 
and animal products for 
people to use and their 
distribution to markets.

Anthropologydeals with 
humanity. It explores the 
human experiences from 

the ancient period to 
contemporary forms of 

peoples’ culture like 
agriculture and social life.

Agriculture is the 
root of all culture 

due to food 
production, its 

origin and its effects 
on population and 

society.

 Robert (Bob) Rhoades (1942–2010) developed and 
adopted the term “agricultural anthropology” to 
describe his work to other social and biological 
scientists in the late 1970s and early 1980s.



 

 

 “ farmer-back-to-farmer” model by 
Rhoades and Booth (1982).

 Sustainable development in Agriculture?
 Joel R. Matthews (2018)
◦ “Social sciences, particularly the tools of 

cultural anthropology, can facilitate first-world 
development initiatives that more closely align 
with the principles of people-centered 
sustainable development in agriculture”.



 

 

 A. G. Chaudhry (2014) from PMAS-AAUR
 Sustainable agricultural development 

requires; optimal use of local resources and 
the meeting of basic needs, development of 
related indigenous manpower and human 
resources, and development of grass-roots 
institutions and participation along path of 
national development.

 Farmers’ management strategies 
and decisions could only be 
understood within the context of 
whole farm system

◦ According to Sarker (2017) , Sustainable 
agriculture integrates three main goals such as 
environmental health, economic profitability, and 
social equity

◦ James veteto (2014) sustainable agriculture



 

 

 Agricultural Anthropology is necessary to 
understand the farming system and 
strategies as a holistic approach for 
achieving sustainable agriculture. 

 The agricultural science discipline can be 
improved by incorporating agricultural 
anthropology as a major sub-discipline for 
better utilization of knowledge to the 
field level.


