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ACTIVITIES

Introduction

Vegetables are annual or perennial horticultural crops,
succulent parts of which can be consumed wholly or
partially, cooked or raw .

Vegetables are important for human nutrition in terms of
bioactive nutrient molecules such as dietary fiber, vitamins
and minerals, and non-nutritive phytochemicals

Almost 80 vegetable are grown globally while 40 in Pakistan
Major vegetable area in Pakistan is under hybrid seed

More than 80% vegetable seed requirement is met through
import.

Limited quantity of OPV seed is being produced by
Government institutes (VRI etc.) and some private seed
companies

Area, Seed Requirement and Seed Availability 2020-21
(Source: FSC&RD)
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Tomato Seed Import (source: rscarn)
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Watermelon Seed Import source: rscaro)
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Peas Seed Import (source: rscaro)
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Okra Seed Import (source: Fscaro)
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Cucumber Seed Import (source: Fscarn)
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Hot Pepper Seed Import (source: Fscaro)
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Carrot Seed Import (source: Fscar)
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Bitter Gourd Seed Import (source: Fscaro)

M Total Quantity (MT) W Total Value (Million Rs)

259

231

197

35
29 27

16

2017-18 2018-19 2018-20 2020-21



Cauliflower Seed Import (source: Fscaro)
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Total Vegetable Seed Import

(Source: FSC&RD)
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ISSUES

Non-availability of infrastructure for seed production

Non availability of technical experts and expertise, especially for hybrid
seed production

Registered seed companies are just distributors or importers
Non-availability of specific sites for seed production of specific vegetables.
Policy issues regarding seed marketing

Non-availability of proper storage unit for good seed viability

Vegetables include 40 species in Pakistan. It needs years of experience to
be an expert of just one specie even. Unfortunately a researcher is
transferred to other crops like wheat, cotton or rice when he has developed

expertise in a certain vegetable

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Facilitate and encourage seed companies / local seed producers
Facilitate local producers and researchers for local and foreign trainings

Strengthening of policies to discourage vegetable seed import and non certified

seed selling
Development of facilities for seed storage
Relaxation of taxes for the import of relevant material required for infrastructure

Strengthening of public sector vegetable research istitutes by providing more
experts, staff and facilities

Dedicated research stations /institutes should be established for major vegetables
like tomato, cucumber, cauliflower, hot pepper, bitter gourd and carrot as these have

bigger import bills
Strengthen PBR system



